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The People’s Champion [1942 - 2016]

“Why should Illﬂv ask me to put on a uniform and yo 10,000
miles from home and drop hombs and bullets on Brown people
in Vietnam while so-called Negro people in Louisuille are
treated like dogs and denied simple human rights? No I'm not
going 10,000 miles from home to help murder and burn anoth-
er poor nation simply to continue the domination of white
slave masters of the darker people the worild over.

This is the day when such evil must come to an end. | have
been warned that to take such a stand would cost me millions
of dollars. But | have said it once and | will say it again. The
real enemy of my people is here. | will not disgrace my reli-
gion, my peopie or myself hy hecoming a tool to enslave those
who are fighting for their own justice, freedom and equality.

If 1 thought the war was going to hring freedom and equality to
22 million of my people they would not have to draft me, I'd join
tomorrow. | have nothing to lose hy standing up for my heliefs.
S0 I'll go to jail, so what? We've heen in jail for 400 years.”

Muhammad Ali 1967



